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INTRODUCTION 
Juli Powers, President 

 
2010 continued to be an active year for AARPCV. This report highlights activities in 2010 that 
demonstrate the organization’s commitment to service at home and abroad. As in years past, 
AARPCV made important contributions to both overseas projects and community organizations 
in the Atlanta area.   
 
The AARPCV Board kicked off the year on January 3, 2010 with a planning retreat and set 
strategic priorities for 2010 that included: 1) quarterly themes reflecting Peace Corps technical 
areas but focusing on the Atlanta community; 2) continually emphasizing membership outreach 
and fundraising; 3) maintaining a strong partnership with the Peace Corps Regional Office and 
the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA); 4) enhancing membership and Board 
engagement; and 5) utilizing social networking sites to market group activities.   
 

·  Activities aligned with 
Peace Corps 
Technical Areas:  
AARPCV upheld its 
commitment to hold 
regular educational 
potlucks and organize 
service projects in 
which AARPCV 
members, families, and 
friends could 
participate. These 
quarterly activities were 
inspired by Peace 
Corps technical areas, 
but were tailored to 
meet needs in the 
Atlanta community. The technical areas for 2010 around which volunteer activities and 
educational speakers were planned, included: reaching underserved populations; youth 
and families at risk; environmental stewardship; and a kick-off to the Peace Corps 50th 
anniversary year by focusing on the impact that Peace Corps Volunteers have made on 
health around the world.   

 
·  Emphasis on Fundraising: AARPCV conducts fundraising activities to support local 

Atlanta organizations and Peace Corps Volunteers from the state of Georgia through the 
Peace Corps Partnership Program. In 2010, AARPCV held its 5th annual wine tasting, 
concentrated on increasing calendar sales, and held its first outdoor silent auction. 
Details about the wine tasting and silent auction are found in the “Special Events” 
section of this report.  

 
International calendar sales continued to be the largest fundraiser for the organization. 
After increased success selling calendars the previous year, the Board ordered 
additional calendars for 2011. Elizabeth Dobbs, Vice President, led the group effort to 
sell a total of 450 calendars, distributed among Board members and AARPCV members.  



AARPCV Annual Report 2010 4 

In particular, AARPCV member David Gittelman deserves special recognition for the 
number of calendars he personally sells each year; 2010 was no exception.  
 
AARPCV promoted bulk sales by offering incentives to purchase larger quantities of 
calendars including price breaks and bonus calendars. Calendar sales were launched at 
the summer social event, where one calendar was even included as an item in the silent 
auction. At the end of December, few calendars remained to be sold. In addition, 
AARPCV began charging postage for any calendars that were mailed as postage is a 
significant cost each year and the organization could no longer absorb the cost. 
 
As in years past, AARPCV also participated in the Ten Thousand Villages Non-Profit 
Benefit Shopping Night on 12/7/10. Members shopped on behalf of AARPCV and a 
portion of the proceeds benefited the organization. 

 
·  Partnerships – a Key to Success:  

o David Leavitt, Public Affairs Specialist in the Peace Corps Southeast Regional 
Office, participated in the monthly AARPCV Board meetings to provide updates 
on Peace Corps activities and policies. Additionally, Regional Office staff 
participated in AARPCV events throughout the year.  

o AARPCV has continued to maintain strong ties to the National Peace Corps 
Association (NPCA).   

 
·  Enhancing Membership and Board engagement: As in any organization, leadership 

by example is critical. At the annual retreat, AARPCV Board members renewed their 
commitment to support other committees, attend AARPCV events whenever possible, 
and actively promote fundraising activities. Throughout the year, the AARPCV Board 
was very active and visible at AARPCV events. In an effort to ensure the most 
participation from AARPCV group members, procedures for group communications were 
enhanced, including setting timelines and protocol to send communications about events 
to the membership.   

 
·  Use of Social Networking Sites: In 2010, AARPCV began to expand the use of online 

communications to market events and attract new members through Facebook, 
LinkedIn, and an NPCA group page.    

 
In 2010, several key Board positions changed during the year including the Secretary and 
Treasurer positions, as well as committee co-chairs, when previous Board members relocated. 
Juli Powers, President; John Fredericks, Secretary; and Dan Williams, Treasurer were re-
elected at the December 2010 holiday party and will be joined in 2011 by Gerry Sachs as the 
new Vice-President. 
 
Special thanks goes to the many dedicated Board members who spent countless hours in 2010 
organizing events, managing the organization, and representing AARPCV faithfully in the 
Atlanta community. Nearly 30 years after its founding, AARPCV continues to be an active, 
diverse, dynamic group that supports volunteer work in the field, while simultaneously 
embracing the third goal and bringing the world back home. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 
Kelly Callahan and Christine Jolley, Committee Co-Chairs 

 
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to Peace Corps activities around the world, each year 
AARPCV raises funds to contribute to volunteer projects through the Peace Corps Partnership 
Program. In 2010, AARPCV donated to two projects submitted by current volunteers from the 
state of Georgia; one project in Kyrgyzstan and another in Madagascar.  
 
In May 21010, AARPCV contributed $619 to complete PCV Karen Gordon’s Partnership funding 
request for English textbooks for her school in Kyrgyzstan.  At the end of September, she wrote: 
"My second school year is going well so far, thanks mostly to our new textbooks which my 
students love (and so do I)."  The students, textbooks, and Karen are pictured below.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In October, the membership voted to fund a classroom and school garden project in 
Madagascar with a donation of $1633.  
  
The women's organization in the Malagasy village took part in a Participatory Appraisal of 
Competitive Advantage (PACA) exercise to identify the most pressing needs within their 
community. One issue identified was that of elementary school (EPP) housing. Given the 
increasing number of students in the village, as many as half of the student body (approximately 
115 out of 230 students) were unable to receive classes. As a result, the organization focused 
on the lack of education for young children as the community’s most pressing need and voted to 
develop a Partnership Program proposal to add a second building to the EPP. As a health 
volunteer, the PCV encouraged the community to also consider some of the health problems 
indentified in the PACA activity. Lack of nutritional foods was considered a major problem that 
needed their attention and so the construction of a school vegetable garden was added to the 
proposal. In this way, health could be both part of the children’s education and the community’s 
development.   
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DOMESTIC SERVICE COMMITTEE 
Haneefa Saleem, Jenine Scott, and Kristin Unzicker, Committee Co-Chairs 

 
The Domestic Service Committee provides a variety of volunteer opportunities for AARPCV 
members to facilitate fellowship among the membership, to highlight various community needs 
within Atlanta, and to expose the Atlanta community to Peace Corps. Throughout the year 
volunteers provided time, talent, and financial support to the following domestic service projects 
that reflected the 2010 quarterly themes.  
 
·  Reaching Underserved 

Populations – Decatur 
Cooperative Ministry:  
Persons experiencing 
homelessness are often 
difficult to reach. On March 
27, 2010, 12 AARPCV 
members and friends 
volunteered at the Decatur 
Cooperative Ministry. The 
Decatur Cooperative Ministry 
works to prevent and 
alleviate homelessness while 
affirming the dignity of each 
family that comes through its 
doors. Volunteers were involved in a variety of activities during the day, including cleaning 
and organizing supplies and rooms at DCM’s Hagar’s House, an emergency shelter for 
homeless mothers and their children that provides counseling, case management, computer 
training, and support services.  

 
 
·  Youth and Families at Risk – East 

Atlanta Kids Club 2010 Brownwood 
Bike Rally and Run: On May 15, 2010, 
four AARPCVs volunteered at the 2010 
Brownwood Bike Rally and Run 
organized by the East Atlanta Kids Club. 
Members registered children and adults 
for the bike races that took place 
throughout the day and handed out t-
shirts to race participants. The weather 
was perfect and there was a great 
turnout of people of all ages. The event 

featured bike races, a 5K Run/Walk for kids and adults, a jumping castle, a food court and 
other fun activities for kids. Proceeds from the event benefited the East Atlanta Kids Club, a 
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non-profit after-school mentoring and enrichment program for underprivileged youth. The 
club provides a safe space, supportive adult mentors, and resources to promote healthy 
physical, intellectual and emotional development of youth in the program. 

         
·  Environmental Stewardship – 

Morningside Nature Preserve: To 
commemorate the National Day of 
Service on September 11, 2010, 
over 20 volunteers worked in the 
south fork of Peachtree Creek in 
the Morningside Nature Preserve 
to haul away 33 tires and a very 
heavy and full garbage bag of 
broken glass for recycling. 
Volunteers also filled one trash can 
and a station wagon with items to 
properly dispose of and recycle.  

 
 
·  Peace Corps Impact on Health 

– MedShare International : 
Thirteen AARPCV members and 
friends spent a few hours on 
Saturday afternoon, October, 23, 
2010 to sort and package 
medical supplies that can no 
longer be used in U.S. hospitals 
to ready them for shipment to 
under-supplied hospitals and 
clinics around the world.  
 
MedShare staff are hoping to 
develop an ongoing partnership 
with Peace Corps to coordinate activities with volunteers serving in countries where 
MedShare ships supplies. In January 2010, seven AARPCV members participated in a 
focus group at MedShare to offer input into such a partnership.  
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Allison Jennings, Emily Martin, and Andrea Vaughn, Committee Co-Chairs 

 
In compliance with AARPCV 501(c)(3) status, the Program Committee presented various 
educational events and activities for the membership in 2010: 

 
 

·  February : Forty-five members and 
friends attended the first quarter 
potluck on February 20, 2010, 
which focused on Census 2010 
and efforts in place to correct the 
miscounts of millions of people - 
mostly people of color and low-
income people - during the last two 
censuses.  Speaker Catherine Han 
Montoya leads the Multicultural 
Leadership Project at the 
Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights Education Fund (LCCR), 
the nation's oldest and largest civil 
rights coalition. She shared 

information about how those miscounts affect our communities - in particular how it can 
reduce federal funding for hospitals, education, child care, disaster preparation, and 
representation in Congress.  

 

·  May: On May 22, 2010 Amalia and 
Scott Stephens hosted AARPCV's 
2nd quarter potluck. The guest 
speaker was Cristina Meneses, an 
attorney working in the Macon 
regional office of the Georgia 
Legal Services Program. Cristina 
spoke to the group about many of 
the issues she deals with in 
representing under-served 
communities in South Georgia, 
which include a lack of access to 
affordable legal counsel and 
language barriers that prohibit 
individuals from getting the help 
that they need. Approximately 40 
people attended the potluck event.  �

 
·  August : Jenine Scott hosted AARPCV’s third quarter potluck on August 14, 2010, which 

focused on environmental stewardship.  Approximately 50 people were present to hear 
fellow RPCV Laura Hartt, Water Policy Director at the Upper Chattahoochee 
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Riverkeeper give a presentation entitled “Tapped Out.” Laura addressed the issues 
associated with the water crisis in Atlanta, specifically Atlanta’s increasing water 
demand, the limited resources that our watershed provides, and solution-focused 
proposals that address anticipated future shortages.  Approximately 50 people attended 
the potluck event.   

  
 

·  October : AARPCV’s fourth quarter potluck was held on October 16, 2010 at the brand 
new Claudia Nance Rollins building of the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory 
University. Attendees were treated to a beautiful view of the Atlanta sunset. To kick off 
the 50th Anniversary of Peace Corps, the 45 members present watched a video of then 
presidential candidate John F. Kennedy’s speech on the steps of the University of 
Michigan where he addressed a group of students and challenged them to give two 
years of their lives to help people in countries in the developing world.  

 
Rachel Mast from the Atlanta Peace Corps office joined AARPCV to speak about Peace 
Corps' 50th anniversary and Atlanta's focus on the Global Health Legacy of Peace 
Corps. We look forward to several events in Atlanta over the next year.  

 
AARPCV member Erik Oliver 
(Nepal 1999-2001) was also 
present to sign copies of his first 
children's book, Kid Cavalier on a 
Halloween Quest, which he wrote, 
illustrated, and published. Erik 
donated $3.00 from every book 
sold at the potluck to AARPCV.  
 
AARPCV members also voted to 
contribute to two Peace Corps 
Partnership Projects: a classroom 
and school garden in Madagascar 
and a maternity ward in Zambia. 
However, there were technical 
issues with the PCP website and 
the Zambia project was already funded when AARPCV contacted Peace Corps on 
Monday morning, October 18, 2010 to pay via telephone.   
 
 

·  December : On December 11, 2010, AARPCV held its annual Holiday Party at the home 
of Vice President Elizabeth Dobbs.  Over 60 attendees joined together for food, fun, 
fellowship, and generously provided donations to help stock the Latin American 
Association’s food pantry.   
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
Amalia Stephens and Sara Andrist, Committee Co-Chairs 

 
 

·  January:  AARPCV 
celebrated the start of 2010 
with a wine tasting fundraiser 
on January 23, 2010. Ryan 
Mullins has been a dedicated 
supporter of AARPCV for the 
last four years and has 
served as our volunteer 
sommelier. He joined 
Stephen Satterfield, founder 
and president of the 
International Society of 
Africans in Wine (ISAW) to 
introduce members to the 
work of ISAW and three 
delicious wines from three 
different socially progressive South African vineyards. Hosts Amalia and Scott Stephens 
and 25 members and guests participated in the event, which raised $840.00. The 
proceeds from the event support AARPCV donations to the Peace Corps Partnership 
Program and Atlanta area organizations.    

 

·  June:  Approximately 50 
AARPCVs, family members, 
and friends joined together 
on Saturday, June 19, 2010 
to kick-off the summer with 
an afternoon of fun. Sara 
Andrist reserved the park in 
her neighborhood for the 
summer social event. 
AARPCV provided supplies 
and everyone brought a dish 
to share. Adults and kids 
alike participated in a variety 
of games including a water 
balloon contest, dizzy bats, 
Norwegian golf, Corn Hole, 
Frisbee, soccer and simply 
blowing bubbles.  

Additionally, AARPCV held its first silent auction at the Summer Social and raised over $300 to 
support a Peace Corps Partnership grant. Members and supporters donated many items from 
their service and travel and supported the event by purchasing some of the fabulous 
international items. 
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MEMBERSHIP AND WEBSITE   
Bob Gerzoff, Membership Chair 

 
For nearly 30 years, RPCVs in the Atlanta area have gathered in the spirit of fellowship and 
service to the community. In 2010, AARPCV maintained a roster of 206 members, which 
included a great mix of newly returned volunteers, some who were part of the original 
organization in 1983, and many who completed their service in the years since. In addition, 
thanks to the collaboration with the Rollins School of Public Health, many Masters International 
students attended AARPCV events.  
 
In 2010, AARPCV worked to improve upon member communications and further increase use 
of the AARPCV website, www.aarpcv.org. All activities were posted and updated on the 
website. Additionally, members were able to pay for dues, make donations, and purchase 
calendars online. The AARPCV database is also linked to the website and members are able to 
access member information online with a secure login and password.   
 
With all of the universities and major employers in the city, Atlanta is filled with RPCVs. 
AARPCV continues to expand its efforts to reach newly returned volunteers and those who are 
not yet part of the group. The Mentoring program is part of these efforts.  
 
 

MENTORING REPORT 
Jessica Gershick and Monica Trigg, Committee Co-Chairs 

 
In 2010 AARPCV actively participated in the RPCV Mentoring Program, which is supported by 
NPCA and Peace Corps. The Mentoring Program is a support system for recent returnees to 
link up with RPCV mentors who can help adjust to life back home. 

 
The RPCV Mentoring Program includes a 
database to facilitate a matching process 
between mentors and mentees. Participants 
complete a questionnaire to assess program 
expectations and identify important factors 
for their preferred match. Mentors write 
about their own readjustment experiences 
when they completed their service. Mentees 
describe the kinds of issues they are dealing 
with and what they need most from a 
mentor. To ensure a successful match, it is 
important for both parties to have things in 
common, such as similar interests, careers, 
education, volunteer work, hobbies, 

geography, readjustment experiences, or needs.    
 
Mentoring Co-Chairs Jessica Gershick and Monica Trigg served as the program administrators 
and determined matches based on the needs of the mentee and what mentors were able to 
provide. In 2010, two matches were made through the program and the mentoring protocol was 
refined; mentees are now matched within one week. In 2011, AARPCV will continue to market 
and promote the RPCV Mentoring Program and sponsor events for newly returned volunteers.  
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2010 Mentoring activities included:   
 

·  February:  On February 
6, 2010, 14 RPCVs 
who were either 
recently returned or 
new to the AARPCV 
group joined six Board 
members for a New 
Member Brunch at the 
home of Program 
Committee Co-Chair 
Andrea Vaughn. New 
members had the 
opportunity to connect 
with other RPCVs in 
their career field; 
socialize; and learn 
about AARPCV 
activities, the National 
Peace Corps 
Association’s (NPCA) 
mentoring program, and Peace Corps Non Competitive Eligibility Status (NCE).  

 
·  August:  On August 27, 2010, about 20 new and existing AARPCV members gathered 

at Fernbank Museum of Natural History for their Friday night Martinis & IMAX event. The 
social event was open to all RPCVs and provided an opportunity for those new to Atlanta 
to meet and mingle with AARPCV members and friends.    
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
 

·  Peace Corps Week: Peace Corps Week is celebrated during the week of March 1st to 
commemorate the day that President John F. Kennedy signed the executive order to 
establish the Peace Corps. Returned Volunteers and friends of the Peace Corps show 
solidarity by participating in third goal activities to honor both the work of the agency and 
its Volunteers of the past and present. In 2010, Atlanta RPCVs gathered at coffee shops 
and bars around town to share their stories throughout the week. Members wore “Ask 
me about my Peace Corps experience” stickers to help initiate conversation. While 
participation was limited, the group documented some important lessons learned about 
marketing and exposure to increase attendance at future events.  

 
·  Career panel with the Regional Peace Corps Office: On March 3, 2010, select 

members participated in a Peace Corps Week career panel focused on ways to leverage 
the Peace Corps experience and skills gained for prospective employers.  

 
·  Peace Corps Panel at Agnes Scott College:  On March 24, 2010, AARPCV Board 

members Juli Powers and Kristin Unzicker joined State Senator and AARPCV member 
Jason Carter at Agnes Scott College to discuss their Peace Corps experiences before 
an enthusiastic audience of potential future volunteers. 

 
·  Peace Corps and 

Africa - Honoring 50 
Years: On December 
8, 2010, select 
AARPCV members 
participated in a 
recruiting event and 
spoke at the Shrine of 
the Black Madonna 
Cultural Center to 
discuss their 
experiences as PCVs in 
African countries. The 
panelists were able to 
interact with interested 
students and answer 
questions from an 
RPCV perspective for 
prospective volunteers.  
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ARCHIVAL PROJECT REPORT 
Wendy McLaughlin, Archival Project Coordinator 

 
 
Project Overview 
The Archival Project is carried out through an informal network of RPCVs who work directly with 
the John F. Kennedy Library to preserve the Peace Corps’ legacy through oral history interviews 
and the collection of archival materials from those who served as volunteers in the field. The 
Project’s basic resource is and will continue to be voluntary efforts of those RPCVs who’ve 
participated; operating mainly through NPCA affiliated groups. Each interview completed is one 
more voice added to the RPCV Collection for preservation for family, researchers and future 
generations. 
 
To date, a total of 30 interviews have been conducted by the AARPCV Archival Project from 
2005-2010.  
 
Conducting an Archival Interview (Oral History Inte rview) 
AARPCV maintains a complete Project Guide to be used by future interviewers. This includes 
step-by-step instructions on how to promote and prepare for an interview; conduct an interview; 
sign the necessary forms; write an interview abstract; and submit interviews and personal 
papers to the Library. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Dan Williams, Treasurer 

 
 
In addition to funding Peace Corps Partnership projects each year, AARPCV provides a small 
donation to the organizations represented at AARPCV potlucks and the organizations where 
AARPCV volunteers. In 2010, AARPCV had a total income of $6,523.56 and expenses totaled 
$6,462.58. AARPCV assets totaled $7,623.16 as of December 31, 2010. Additional income will 
be reflected in the January 2011 financial report when additional funds from 2011 calendar 
sales are collected and deposited.  
 
 

INCOME  

Fundraising  

Calendar Sales 3,104.54 

Wine Tasting 1,134.00 

Other Fundraising 130.80 

TOTAL Fundraising 4,369.34 

Interest 4.22 

Membership Dues  

Local Dues  1,080.00 

NPCA Rebates  480.00 

TOTAL Membership Dues  1,560.00 

TOTAL INCOME  $ 6,138.56 
    

EXPENSES  

Bank Charge  

PayPal Expense 35.23 

Other Bank Charge 22 

TOTAL Bank Charge 57.23 

Domestic Donations 400.00 

International Donations  2,252.00 

Fundraising Costs 2,258.20 

Dues and Subscriptions 640.00 

Licenses and Permits 30.00 

Meeting Supplies  77.42 

Postage and Delivery 88.33 

Website (Website, Domain Renewal and Database)  479.40 
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TOTAL EXPENSES $6,077.58 

NET INCOME $60.98 
    

ASSET ACCOUNT BALANCES    

Checking 3,798.90 

PayPal 906.24 

Savings 2,918.02 

TOTAL  $ 7,623.16 
 
 

 
DOMESTIC DONATIONS 

Leadership Conference on Civil Rights Education Fund (LCCR) - speaker $100 

Decatur Cooperative Ministry – volunteer project  $100 

East Atlanta Kids Club – volunteer project $100 

Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper – speaker $100 

TOTAL $400.00  
  

INTERNATIONAL DONATIONS 

Peace Corps Partnership – English textbooks in Kyrgyzstan  $619.00 

Peace Corps Partnership – Classroom and school garden in Madagascar $1,633.00 

  

TOTAL DONATIONS  $2,652.00 
 
*The 4th quarter volunteer donation to MedShare was made in 2011.  
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ELECTIONS FOR 2011 
 
 
AARPCV conducted elections at the 2010 holiday party where the following officers were 
elected by unanimous vote:  
 

o President: Juli Powers 
o Vice President: Gerry Sachs  
o Treasurer : Dan Williams  
o Secretary : John Fredericks  
 
 

The committee chairs are as follows:  
 

o Kelly Callahan and Christine Jolley: International Service Committee  
o Allison Jennings and Emily Martin: Program Committee  
o Jennifer Owens, Jenine Scott, and Kristin Unzicker: Domestic Service Committee  
o Bob Gerzoff: Membership Committee  
o Jessica Gershick and Monica Trigg: Mentoring Committee 
o Amalia Stephens: Special Events  
o Susanne Cooper, Adannaa Oparanozie, and Maricarmen Smith-Martinez: 50th 

Anniversary Committee  
o Wendy McLaughlin – Archival Project Coordinator  

 


