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INTRODUCTION  
 

Karen Voetsch, President 
 
2007 was an eventful year for AARPCV.  This report highlights AARPCV activities in 2007 that 
worked to raise the profile and importance of service – both domestically and abroad.  As in 
year’s past, our organization made important contributions to both overseas projects and 
volunteer organizations in the Atlanta area.  In 2007, the AARPCV Board also set some strategic 
priorities, which included changing our approach to organizing activities, putting an increased 
emphasis on fundraising, and solidifying our partnerships with like-minded organizations in the 
Atlanta area.   
 

·  Changed Approach to Activities: AARPCV continued to maintain its commitment of 
holding potlucks and service projects for AARPCV members.  However, we focused on a 
“less is more” approach – organizing activities quarterly that aligned with the technical 
tracks of Peace Corps.  For example, the first quarter we focused on youth development, 
the second quarter was primarily related to the environment, the third focused on small 
business development, and the fourth quarter focused on health-related activities.    

 
·  Increased Emphasis on Fundraising: In order to continue our annual donation to the 

Peace Corps Partnership program and to explore other funding opportunities, such as 
KIVA International, we held our 2nd annual wine tasting and also focused on selling more 
calendars at a slightly increased price.   

 
·  Partnerships – a Key to Success: Partners such as JET-AA, the Regional Recruiting 

Office, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention involved us in several high 
profile events including the proclamation of Peace Corps week by Governor Sonny 
Perdue, the Lillian Carter Award Ceremony featuring former President Jimmy Carter, 
and the JET-AA annual meeting.   

 
As with any successful organization, much of the credit goes out to the Board members that 
spent many hours per week in 2007 organizing events and representing AARPCV faithfully in 
the Atlanta community.  While many of our board members continued their service to AARPCV, 
we also welcomed new members to the board.  The combination of both seasoned veterans and 
newcomers made for an exceptional Board of Directors that organized interesting activities 
ranging from diverse social engagements to important volunteer activities and community 
outreach events. 
 
The Board would also like to extend a special thank you to all of our members that made these 
events and activities successful.  
 
We elected a strong board in December 2007 to continue the great work and foundation laid over 
the past two years.  Here’s to another successful year in 2008!  
 



 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE  
 

Michael Waterhouse, Committee Chair 
 

AARPCV continued its donations through the Peace Corps Partnership program to currently 
serving volunteers who listed their home of residence as Georgia. In 2006, we donated $3,000 to 
Aaron Brantly, a volunteer serving in the country of Ukraine, to implement a youth journalism 
project.  
 

  
 
The Regional Ministry of Kupensk requested the establishment of a regional journalism program 
to attract children away from more destructive activities. The request was seconded by the student 
populations of the 19 regional schools and their directors. Such a program with print journalism, 
web-programming, photography and photojournalism, and international student exchange classes 
provides ample opportunities for large numbers of students to participate.  
 
With AARPCV resources, a sustainable, broad ranging curriculum for the youth population of the 
Kupensk region, significant teacher and community training, in the areas of fund-raising, teaching 
journalism in a non-biased atmosphere, teaching photography and photojournalism, fiscal 
accountability for diminishable goods for production of a consistent journalism news product was 
established. The project also provided photography skills for students from the 19 participating 
schools of the Regional Youth Journalism Project, giving each school a digital camera for:  
 

·  Photographing school and community events 
·  Providing instructions on basic photography skills 
·  Contributing to the monthly regional youth newspaper and parallel website 
·  Exhibiting photography showcasing student works, and  
·  Increasing the level of opportunity available to regional youth to participate in information 

exchange.   
 
In November 2007, we voted to fund a Peace Corps Partnership project to bring running water to 
the growing community of La Garita, a small village in the province of Guanacaste on the far 
Pacific Northwest border of Costa Rica with Nicaragua.  For additional information, please click 
on this link: 
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We also explored other funding opportunities, such as KIVA, which is a micro-lending 
organization.  Although we decided not to fund any projects this year, we will be looking at 
opportunities such as these in 2008.    
 

 
DOMESTIC SERVICE COMMITTEE  

 
Mark Allen, Kelly West, and Allison Jennings Committee Co-Chairs 

  
The purpose of the volunteer committee is to provide a variety of different volunteer 
opportunities for AARPCV members, to facilitate fellowship among the membership, to 
highlight various community needs within Atlanta, and to expose the Atlanta community to 
Peace Corps. Throughout the year volunteers provided time, talent and financial support to the 
following domestic service projects that reflected our new strategy of having larger, but fewer 
volunteer events that aligned with the technical tracks of Peace Corps.  
 

·  Youth Development Project – The Bridge Agency: AARPCV members volunteered at the 
Bridge Agency, which aims to heal the psychological wounds of Georgia adolescents 
who have suffered abuse and neglect by providing residential treatment and education, 
family counseling and support, aftercare and community based programming.  Volunteers 
repaired and painted dorm room footlockers and the dog therapy room.  

 
·  Environmental Project – Keep Georgia Clean: 

Volunteers helped clean up Four Corner’s 
Park in South Fulton County as part of the 
Earth Day celebrations in the Atlanta Area.   

 
·  Health Project – Medshare International: 

Each year thousands of patients in the 
economically developing world cannot receive 
medical aid because no resources exist. While 
many suffer from lack of healthcare, U.S. 
hospitals discard hundreds of millions of 
dollars worth of medical supplies they can no 
longer use. The bridge is MedShare International where volunteers donated their time to 
help package medical supplies to ship overseas.   

 
·  Small Business Activity – Café 458:  8 volunteers served as kitchen staff and wait staff to 

raise funds for programming that serves the homeless population 
 

·  Public Health Activity – AIDS Walk:  10 kilometer (6.2miles) fundraising walk where 
AARPCV members raised close to $1000.  

 
In addition to volunteering at these organizations, AARPCV made a $150 donation on behalf of 
its members.  



 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE  
 

Amalia Stephens and Warren Passin, Co-Chairs 
 
As part of AARPCV’s 501c3 status, we are required to provide educational events for our 
membership.  The Program Committee put together a very diverse set of events and activities 
organized around the following potlucks/programs in 2007.  
 

·  February: We held our first potluck of 2007 at Tara O'Day's home in Decatur. Fellow 
AARPCV Carlos Gonzalez described his travels and service with Global Aware in 
Cusco, Peru. We also provided an update about the events and programs planned for the 
coming year.   

·  April : Back by popular demand, AARPCV organized its 2nd AARPCV Wine Tasting 
Fundraiser. Once again, Level Two Sommelier Ryan Mullins provided us with 
educational and entertaining insights into the wonderful (and tasty) world of wine. Ryan 
featured 5-6 organic and "eco-friendly" wines for all to sample. All proceeds of the event 
went towards funding local and international AARPCV sponsored projects. 

·  June: Our third potluck dinner was held at the home of Rebecca Wellborn where we 
heard a presentation by Aaron Brantly, the recipient of our Peace Corps Partnership 
grant. Aaron's project was the second part of a youth journalism project for 19 schools in 
the Kupensk region of the Ukraine. The initial project initiated training of teachers and 
purchasing of equipment for a print youth based newspaper. Aaron's project aimed at 
getting equipment and supplies to add photo journalism to the newspaper and to publish 
online. 

·  November: Our Fall AARPCV Potluck dinner was at Peter Kilmarx's home in Decatur.  
In keeping with the 4th quarter's Health theme, Peter talked about his recent work to help 
initiate CDC's response to a new Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The outbreak area also included the very same village Peter served as a Peace Corps 
volunteer 20 years ago. We also voted to fund a Peace Corps Partnership project in Costa 
Rica.   

·  December: We had our annual holiday party at the home of Monica and Erik Oliver (and 
baby Lucas) – for the 5th year in a row! Everyone who attended gave very generously to 
a food drive for the Latin American Association. We also elected our new officers for 
2008.   

 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
 

Rebecca Wellborn and Colin Large, Co-Committee Chairs (June – December)  
 
In 2007, we did not have a social committee chair until the middle of 2007 when Colin Large 
and Rebecca Wellborn graciously agreed to serve on this committee.  However, we managed to 
organize a few activities thanks to the collective work of our other board members.   
 
 



 

The following events were organized in 2007:  
·  February 2007 – African Dinner and a Movie: The dinner, served in the lobby of the 

Landmark Midtown Cinema at 931 Monroe Drive, featured dishes from Kenya and 
Tanzania. Following dinner, AARPCV members watched a joint production between 
Nigeria and Cameroon called Before the Sunrise.  

·  March 2007 – St. Practice Day: We had an early St. Patrick’s Day celebration at Pub 71 
on Peachtree Road.    

·  July 2007 – Happy Hour: AARPCV members met at Coco Loco's for tropical drinks, 
savory food, and good conversation.  

·  September 2007 – Oakhurst Jazz Festival: AARPCV members attended an outdoor 
jazz concert featuring Kermit Walker who has performed with Ray Brown, Cedar 
Walton, Roy Hargrove, Richie Cole, and Milt Jackson.  

·  November 2007 – Happy Hour Bowling: This event was held at 300 Atlanta, the 
ultimate indoor playground packed with the kind of décor, amenities and technology 
you’d expect to find at an upscale club or sports bar. 

.  
Colin and Rebecca did a wonderful job of organizing events and did it in an informed way by 
sending out a survey to the membership about preferred types of activities.  Colin Large will 
continue as the social chair in 2008.   
 
 

M EMBERSHIP AND WEBSITE   
 

Bob Gerzoff, Membership Chair 
 
AARPCV membership was 215 for 2007 and included a great mix of newly returned volunteers 
and those who are not so newly returned.   
 
The website continues to be enhanced with our growing needs and reliance on it.  In 2007, we 
were lucky to obtain the expertise of Mark Beasley to continue our enhancements and 
improvements to the website.  The board continued to make a conscious effort to direct people 
more to the website.   



 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES  
 
Peace Corps Week Observation – Georgia Issues Peace Corps Week Proclamation 
AARPCV members coordinated with the Peace Corps 
Regional Recruiting Office to join Governor Perdue in 
issuing a Peace Corps Week proclamation on March 1, 
2007.  AARPCV members also participated in other 
activities and celebrations to mark Peace Corps week.   
 
Lillian Carter Award Ceremony – AARPCV 
Participates  
AARPCV participated in the Lillian Carter Award 
Ceremony, a biennial event organized by the Peace 
Corps Regional Recruiting Office in honor of an RPCV 
who served in the Peace Corps at the age of 50 years or older and exemplifies the third goal of 
Peace Corps. Shirley Maly from Lincoln, Nebraska was honored for her work as a volunteer in 
Uruguay and her dedication and commitment to Peace Corps’ third goal following her service.  
Thanks to the Regional Recruiting Office, AARPCV was included as part of the program and 
shared the stage with Peace Corps Director Ron Tschetter and former President Jimmy Carter!  
AARPCV members also made up a significant part of the audience, which made the overall 
event very successful.   
 
Presentation to the Japanese Exchange and Teaching Programme Alumni Association – 
Sharing Lessons Learned  
On August 11, 2007, the Japanese Exchange and Teaching Programme’s Alumni Association 
held their annual conference in Atlanta.  The organization requested that AARPCV speak to their 
members about lessons learned related to the operation of affiliate groups and the relationship 
and interaction with a national office.  Stephen Dorage, past President of AARPCV, and Karen 
Voetsch gave a presentation at the annual meeting that went through a brief history of AARPCV, 
our activities to date, and our experiences with the National Peace Corps Association.  JET-AA 
generously donated $200 to AARPCV for our presentation.  This $200 went towards the current 
Peace Corps Partnership project that we funded in 2007.  Thank you JET-AA!  
 
ARPCV Members at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Share 
Experiences –Recruiting Future Public Health Professionals 
In March 2007, AARPCV members shared their stories in an internal CDC electronic newsletter 
about how they became public health professionals through their service in the Peace Corps.  
This story was picked up and is now housed on the public CDC website 
http://www.cdc.gov/cogh/peaceCorps.htm to encourage RPCVs to join CDC’s domestic and 
international programs.  In addition, in August 2007, AARPCV members who work at CDC 
participated in an information and networking session for Returned Peace Corps Volunteers 
interested in working in public health.  This event was coordinated by the Coordinating Office 
for Global Health at CDC and the Office of Domestic Programs in the Returned Volunteer 
Services Department of the Peace Corps.   



 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
In 2007, AARPCV had a total income of $7,957.47 and expenses at $5,757.43.  With our reserve 
of savings and our fundraising efforts, our assets totaled $4,983.30 as of December 31, 2007. 
 
 

INCOME  

Donations Received $         200.00 

Fundraising  

Calendar Sales 3,915.75 

Wine Tasting 1,392.82 

Other Fundraising 43.00 

TOTAL Fundraising 5351.57 

Membership Dues  

Local Dues  1680.00 

NPCA Rebates  615.00 

TOTAL Membership Dues  2,295.00 

Other Income, Bus 60.00 

T-Shirt Sales 45.00 

Interest Inc 5.90 

TOTAL INCOME  $7,957.47 
    

EXPENSES  

Domestic Donations 600.00 

International Donations  1,903.00 

Fundraising Costs 2,606.73 

Licenses and Permits 30.00 

Meeting Supplies 36.83 

Miscellaneous, bus 100.00 

Office Supplies 62.48 

Postage and Delivery 126.52 

Project Supplies 127.42 

Website 164.45 

TOTAL EXPENSES $5,757.43 

NET INCOME/LOSS $2,200.04 
    



 

ASSET ACCOUNT BALANCES    
Checking 2,748.15 

Savings 2,235.15 

TOTAL ASSETS $4,983.30 
  
LIABILITIES   

Prepaid Membership Dues -35.00 
TOTAL LIABILITIES  (35.00) 
  
NET WORTH $4,948.30 

Domestic Donations 
 
The Bridge  $150 
Community Care Program $150 
Café 458 $150 
AID Atlanta $150 
 $600 

 
 
International Donations 
 
Community Aqueduct Project in La Garita, Costa Rica $1,903.00 

 
 
 

ELECTIONS FOR 2008 
 
AARPCV conducted elections at the 2007 holiday party where the following officers were 
elected by unanimous vote.  
 

o President: Juli Powers 
o Vice President: Elizabeth Dobbs  
o Treasurer : Rebecca Wellborn  
o Secretary : Amalia Stephens  
 

Several of the activity chairs will also be continuing in their positions.  They are as follows:  
 

o Mike Waterhouse: International Committee/Peace Corps Partnership  
o Warren Passin: Program Committee (potlucks, etc.)  
o Allison Jennings and Susan McBreairty: Volunteer Committee  
o Bob Gerzoff: Membership Committee  
o Kim Beasley and Karen Voetsch: Ex-Officio Members (Past Presidents) 

 


